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HARVESTING

Harvesting Tips  
•	 Harvest at the right time. Harvesting too early causes 

yield losses and harvesting too late encourages aflatoxin 
contamination.

•	 When the groundnut crop looks mature, test for maturity by 
randomly digging out a few plants. 

•	 Crack the pods and observe the inside wall. If most of the pods 
crack open easily and the inside walls are dark brown, the 
crop is ready for harvesting. 

•	 If pods from majority of the plants checked are not yet mature, 
postpone harvesting and wait till the pods show signs of 
maturity. 

•	 Avoid using yellowing leaves as the only indication of maturity 
(yellowing of leaves could be a symptom of diseases).
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Recommended harvesting process  
1.	 Preferably, harvest during a dry period. If the soil is too moist, 

part of the pods might remain in the soil.

2.	 To harvest, dig up the plants and remove soil from the pods 
immediately to prevent aflatoxin contamination. 

3.	 Dry harvested plants in the sun for up to 2 weeks and ensure 
to protect plants from rain or animals. Preferably dry plants 
on a mat, plastic sheet or tarpaulin, or a raised platform. Avoid 
drying on bare ground to prevent aflatoxin contamination. 

4.	 Strip the pods immediately after drying. 

5.	 Sort the pods by removing damaged, shriveled, or rotten pods 
before storage.

6.	 Dry the sorted pods in the sun on a clean surface. 

7.	 Do not shell groundnuts if you plan to store them.

8.	 Avoid mixing clean harvested pods with gleaned pods.

9.	 For storage, place the groundnuts in clean bags; if re-using 
bags in which grain was previously stored, the bags should 
first be washed and then disinfected by boiling them in water 
for 5 minutes. If the bags are polythene, make sure they don’t 
touch the outside of the pot to avoid melting. Completely dry 
the bags before using them for storage.

10.	Clean the storage room making sure to remove old grains and 
insects. Do not store grain which is to be eaten in the same 
place as pesticides or other dangerous chemicals.

11.	 Stack the bags with pods on a raised platform or wooden 
pallets away from the wall, making sure to avoid direct contact 
of storage bags with the ground. 
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12.	Avoid pod damage by insects by applying recommended 
insecticides during storage (ensure to follow the 
manufacturer ’s instructions).

13.	 To prevent aflatoxin contamination, inspect and remove 
infested or rotting grains on a regular basis.
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4R TIPS FOR AFLATOXIN CONTAMINATION
•	 Aflatoxin is a toxic substance produced by fungi that causes 

sickness, hepatitis and or liver cancer in human beings who 
consume aflatoxin infested crop products.

•	 Aflatoxin contamination can take place before and after harvest.
•	 To control afalatoxin, it is very important to ensure good 

management of groundnut crops before and after harvesting.
•	 When crops are in the field, avoid damage to pods as this 

increases the chance that aflatoxin producing fungi can infect 
and spread across damaged pods.
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COMMON SYMPTOMS OF 
NUTRIENT DEFICIENCY 

Potassium deficiency with yellowing of older leaves and scorching of the leaf 
margins.

Sulfur deficiency shown as yellowing of the younger leaves.
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Iron deficiency symptoms of chlorosis first occur on younger leaves and then 
develop into brown necrotic spots.

Boron deficiency (top row) compared to normal groundnuts (bottom row).
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APNI Off ices:
Headquarters - Benguérir, Morocco
North Africa - Settat, Morocco
West Africa - Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire
East & Southern Africa - Nairobi, Kenya 

ABOUT The 4R Solut ions  Project  

www.apni.net

www.4RSolution.org

IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS

 

LOCAL IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS IN GHANA

The 4R Solutions Project is funded by Global Affairs Canada to 
improve the livelihoods of 80,000 smallholder farmers in Ethiopia, 
Ghana and Senegal by improving agricultural productivity and 
farm income through incorporation of 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
into local farming practices. 4R Nutrient Stewardship supports 
best management of plant nutrients based on four key practices: 
Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place.

Plant Nutrition
Canada


